OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

SEP 2 92022
To the Members of the California State Senate:

In California we believe in equality and acceptance. We believe that no one
should be prosecuted or persecuted for getting the care they need - including
gender-affirming care. Parents know what's best for their kids, and they should
be able to make decisions around the health of their children without fear. We
must take a stand for parental choice. That is precisely why | am signing
Senate Biil 107.

States across the country are passing laws to demonize the transgender
community, especially transgender youth and their parents. | cannot put it
better than Governor Spencer Cox of Utah - “rarely has so much fear and anger
been directed at so few.” The hate demonstrated by these laws is
unfathomable and has contributed to soaring suicide rates. 82% of tfransgender
individuals have considered kiling themselves, and 40% have attempted
suicide, with suicidality highest among transgender youth. This is unacceptable -
we must fight for our youth and their parents.

With the signing of this bill, California will ensure these kids and their families can
seek and obgain the medical and mental health care they need.
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